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In order to comprehend the chenges which the Communist occupstion has in-
troduced into the orgenization of Polish universities and scientific insti-

‘tues, we muet know, even along the most general linee, their structure before

World Wer II. This is important also, eince this structure differed dis-
tinctly. from that of similar institutions in the US. Herewith is presented:

(2) A general description of the organization and poeition of the
Polish universities and their similar schools.

(o) A general description of the governmental office which super-
vised such schools.

(¢) An enmumeration of those schools which existed prior to Yorid

Wer II.
(d) An enumeration end description of the Polish Acsdemy and 50%1
other learned societies. - 50%1

| the Polish primery
end secondary educationsl system. This system, even aIter certain reforms

introduced prior to 1939, bad little influence on the universities. [ ]

in the first part[ | describe, briefly, the relations which existed

. between the secondary and the higher system ef education. 50x1

To understand the structure of the Polish wniversities prior to 1935, there
must be given a short explanation of the so-called higher (post graduate)

system of education. The maln task of the Polish High Bchools (Gymnasivms )
wes not practical, but theoretical, 1e. those students, whose approximate
age was 18 yoars, were dssignated to become members of the "intel nzia®,

e ‘completion of prescribved courses. Therefore, the progrem of these

:gohools was pointed towerds preparation for later study in the Universities
and other eimilaxr sahools.
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L. A student receiving a certificate or diploma (Matura) upon completion of
the gymnasium courses, was required to possesg(theore‘bically) sufficient
‘knowledge to acquire further learning without the help of teachers. He
must also have reached a certain cultural level. At the termination of
the gymmasium program, an cbligatory religious and cultural education
was completed. However, at this point the student had very little pre-
paration for professional life, and if his eduéation were not continued
further, he could obtain only a mcdest position in the private or state
offices.

5 The gymasium program corresponded approximately to four years of US
high school plus the two first years of college. In Poland there were
both governmental and private gymmesiums. In addition to +this there were
also meny other kinds of vocationel schools. These schools, however,
did not entitle the student to enter the higher (post graduate) schools.

. If, upon:leaving one: of these scheols, 8 student wanted . to enter one of
..the-universities, he was required to take s wvery difficult governmental
examination in.order to obtain a diploma {matura); -Possession of thkis

.-diploma.alone gave the- student the right to ufidertake post-graduate study.

6.  The post-graduate schools were either govermmental or private, and were
divided into, two classes:: vocational technicel) apd academic. There
_were-approximately’ 30 technical schools,. -These did pot possess- the honors,
_privileges, apnd autonomy of the academic gchoolsy For exemple, the direc-
top of guch schools was nominated by the government .or gwaers, and not

‘elected. The professors were temchers, rather thapn scientists. These
‘schools did not confer scientific titles, such as Master or Doctor, and
the course was three yeers. The principsl aim of these vocational or
techiicel schools was a practical one, nesmely: to prepare students to earn
.thedr liying at some:trsde., Thue, thewe gchools prepared engineers without

T diploma, so.to. speek, and the future heads of the elementary schools.

7. Xséé‘véi‘in:meﬁpal cherter was required to sstablish a state (goverzmental) voce-
_tional er private school, This type did not have the "university character”.

. The orgenization of aniversities apd other academic .,sg.‘!‘xgo;,l.s‘ was similar to
e the schools in other states of Central Europe, &s, for example Germany,

Austria, and Italy. This ‘tradition went back-to the Middle Ages.

Special lews had to be published in order to establish an academic school,
whether state-cwned or private, since & governmental cherter was not suffi-
cient. By tradition from the Middle Ages, oenly theoloay, philosophy (arts
and sginpce), lew-and medicine belonged to the university. When in the 18th
and 19th centuries there appeared e necesslty for higher education in the
.other brsnches of knowledge (technical and commercial), independent schools
“were crested. Thege schools possessed structure and privilege, just as did
‘the universities. Thus, in describing the striucture of a universeity, we also
deseribe the structure of the acedemic schools.

8. In principle, the university was an sutonomic educational institution which
.Wap governed by the body of professors end was superviged by the state, Uni-
 versity employees were divided into thyee classest. :

(2) The members of the university.

" (b) The auxiliary teecher staff.
- -(¢) Higher and lower officials.

i
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Oniy. ordlna.ry extraordinary professors and ﬁi‘iva:te«:aor:ents’ wdre
‘metibers of the university. Roth kinds of proféssors, ordinary

and extraordinary, possessed the same rights and privileges with
the excéption that the "rector" or head of the university could
‘be elected from the class of ordinery profegsors. These also re-
ceived higher salaries. Normally, an extraordinary professor, after

_serving several years and after publishing new sciéntific papers,

wag promoted to the rank of ordinary professor. However, nc one
professor was subordinated to enother. Each professor derived his
title from the "chair" which he occupied. Thus, there were profes-

. sors of mathematics, philosophy, English, etc, There could be seve-
_ral "chairs" for the same kind of knowledge, but these were not in-

corporated in any one department, eg . mathematicg. A special libr-

.axy, laboratory and clinie, so to speak, was an’ afjunct of each
¥chair®, These establishments were directed by the professcr who
' “algo hired the employees., The hiring had to be confirmed by the

university, but it employed pecple arbitrarily, without the comsent
of the professor. R

When eppointed, a professor held his cheir until be was 65 years
old. An extension to TO years could be made by the university, but
only with government (state) concurrence, The professor emezritus
had several privileges, but could not hold léctures or take part in
the administration of the university. Well=known scientiste could
receive the title of honorary professor, and could hold lectures

" indefinitely.

A",p’riva.te docent was & sclentist who wes a member of the university
(4e ., the corporation), but he held no chair, nor did he receive

eny sslary. He took no part in the administration of the university.
His duties included 20 hours of lectures for each year from the field

of. knqwledgg from which he received his title of .dogent.

A pfoféssor hed to give five hours of lectures p‘er"‘ week, plus two

hours of "seminary" (discussions with the students). In order to

‘become a professor, it was usually necessary to serve seversl years
es & private docent. In the giving of thelr lectures, the professors

and private dovents were not bound by state or university regulations.
They were obliged to lecture on their epecific fields, but could do so
in whatever way they preferred. In these lectures they were free to

‘proclaim any religious, social or political opinion, and they were also

' permitted to prepare their own lecture programs. They were bound only

13.

by the program of the examinations. This program was established by

"the government eand expleined what a gtudent must know in orfler to re-

ceive, for example, a Master degree, Thus, during an examinetion a -

‘professor was obliged to learn whether the student knew the required

reading in sufficient degree. Often a student had to learn from text '

“books indicated by the professor. Evidently, the professors were oblig-

ed to escertain whether the students performed the exercises prescribed

" by the program of exeminastions. However, the professor’s main duty was
‘to lecture rather than teach, ; ' :

Professors ,and private docentgcould be deprived of their positions only

" by reason of criminal or dishonoreble sctivity. But this process was
& very difficult and long one.
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ik, The following belonged to the auxiliary teacher staff: . ’
\ (a) Substitutes of professors: :

If s "chair" vacency occurred, and if, for some reason or other a suit-
eble cendidate could not be found, then the university, with state con-
currence, could hire a gubstitute professor for an interim periocd. Thie
substitute performed the duties of professor, received a calary, but 4id

AN not take part in the _Administration of the miversity. Ae a :subatitute,

he was not a bona fide member of the university. L

} / :
§ - (v) People hired to give the special lectures:

TP a need arose for certain kinds of lectures vhich the >professor was not
qualified to give, then the university could hire suitable men to meke
these specific lectures for cne year's duration.

(c) So-called junior and senior assistants and adjuncts:

These were employed to run the library, laboratory and “clinics" which
were adjunct to the chair. They also assisted the students in under-
gtanding the lectures, and in perfornming the exercises prescribed in
them. .

They were employed for one, three, and nine year perio&s , and their
nomination wes presented to and confirmed by the university at the pro-
fessor's request. :

(d) Teachers of forelgn languages:

gpecial teachers were employed for this purpose. (Professor of a forelgn
lenguege did not teech the nctual speeking of this languege. He gave only
theoretical instruction in . it). These teachers gave the practical in-
structions in spesking the lenguege but geve no examinations.

15. The merbers of the auxiliery teaching steff wore not menmbers of the uni-
versity, and hed no volce in policy and administretion. Very often, how-
ever, the private docents wore pominated for groups &, b, and c. Thls en-
gbled ‘them to recelve more money.

16.. The so-called higher end lower officlals wapd secretaries, treasurers, and
librarisns. The higher officials were hired by the university with govera-
ment (state) agvecment, ALl these paoples, Iro first secretary to last janie
tor, hed no volce in university affalrs. ‘ '

ties, each faculty be-
Esch chalr belonged
theology, law, medl-

17. Each Poligh university was divided into several fay

. ing similer to the "schools" in American universitle

\ 4o a designated faculty. Thus, there were faculties
cine, arts, sclences, stc. ‘

18. Al professors (ordlnary snd extraordinery) constituted a
The body of private dosents sent one or two &glegmea to pidyish the coun~
eil, Thene mppointmenis were of one yesr's duration. The ¢ cll electeda
Dean of Maoulty. whose term of offlce.was one year, 'Tha Toruot'dean served at
"pro-tean"' (vice deun), ond he substituted another deun 1I Lo hitlwss Wuse
uneble to attend s meeting of the council. This council elso elethed & delc-
gete from the faculty to the Senate of the University for a yeaxr's derm. The
council revised the affairs of the faculty. N
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'19. The University Senate was comprised of deans, pro-deans, delegates from
each faculty, and the rector and pro-reéctor of the university. The rec-
tor was head (president) of the university and was elected by all the )
professors for a period of one year. A rector had to be en ordinary pro-
fegsor. A former rector served as pro-rector. The duties of the Senate
were to confirm decisions of the faculty council, the administrative af-
fairs of the university and relations with «the. state (government).

20. The nomination of a professor to the council was made as follows: If
there was a vacancy for a cheair, the council of facilty elected a candid-
ate according to prescribed methods. Ordinarily he was a private docent.
The neme of the person elected, after confirmation by the Senate, was sent
to the government. If concurred with at thie level, then the candidate
hsd to receive a nomination from the president of the government.

21. Anyone receiving a Doctor's degree, . after publishing several scientific
papers, could apply for the title of private dozent. A member of the faculty
was required to sponsor the spplicant. An application could be rejected with-
out explenation. If accepted, a candidate had to pass a speclal examination.
A resolution by the faculty to award this title had to be confirmed by the
Senate and later by the government. .

22, A Polish university possessed certain privileges, one of which was that
police could not enter the campus or the university buildings without per-
migssion of the rector, even if a crime haed been commltted.

23. Students completing their courses received the title of Master of whatever
field they hed specisllized in. Time required for the course was from four
to six and one half years. The order of examinations was not esteablished.

; A student could chose the order which he preferred. After receiving a

Master's degree, a candidate could preesent a written thesls to get a
Doctor's degree. If this thesis were accepted by the faculty, then ihe
applicant took a speciel examination.

"2k,  The university was not responsible for gilving students sports activities,
housing, or other facilities. Nor 4id it supervise the behavior and moral
conduct of the students, If a student committed & crime and was sent to
prison, he was automatically expelled from the student roster. Students
founded their own organizations and these were supervised by the university
Senste . and not by the state,

25, . Given sbove 1s a very superficiel picture of the organization of the academlc
i schools. Some tims before 1939 there was a governmental tendency to intro-
/) duce .some reforms in this field. Some were introduced, but some were subse-

quently revoked. .

26, The Ministry of Religious Affairs and Public Educaticp was the governmentel
T office which supervised all Polish schools, governmentel and private, except
militery, A union of religious affairs and ' public sducation was not
only the result of some tredition, -3t &lse  had a practical resson, be-
. csuse & religlous education was obligatory in the elementery and the second-
ary system of education, As was said, thers was no such eduoation in any
school of the Higher system, ‘le . in the unacademic or acsdemic.
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A minister (a chief) of this ministry was & member of the Cabinet of Mini-
gters and was under the Prime Minister (Premier). ‘(Ordinarily, there were

one or two deputy ministers who were not menmbers of the Cabinet of Ministers.
A deputy minister (vice-minister) did not participate in the sessions of the
cabinet =and if 2 cabinet was dismissed. he could remein. Ordinarily, he
was not & politicien, but an experienced functionary.

A ministry was divided into several departments. The chiefs of them had the
title of directors. One of these departments was of higher schools and of

‘the sciences. The whole system of higher education and the affairs of the

J}.,ca.rned societies were subjected to this department. The work and policy
of this department was ordinarily supervised by one of the deputy mini-
sters. - :

The principal affairs of this department were:

(8) The preparation of a budget concerning these schools for the
next year.

(b) The preparation of new bills.

(c) The preparation of the orders of minister, . @g. sbout the pro-
gramg of examinations, the creation of a new chair, etc.

(d) The nominstions of the new professors and the confirmations of
the new private docents and the professors of the private schools.

(¢) The nominations of some employees of the higher schools.

(f)' The subsidles for the learned socleties, for ... scientific publice-
tions, and for - individual scientists.

(&) Some student effsirs.

All the more important affeirs and all nominations were conflrmed by the
minister, The projects of the new budget and the new bills were sent to
the parlisment of Polend. - Confirmations of ".. new private docents,
new - . professors of the private schools and the nominations of profes=
sors of the unacademlc schools also were among his duties. A nomination of
the new professors of the governmental acsdemic schools hed to be confirmed
by the president of the state,

The relations between the Ministry snd an acedemic mschool (- eg- & University)
were maintained through the rector of the school. Only with the permission

of the rector could the deans or the individual professors negotiets with

the ministry. The ministry could not intervens in the program or met-
hods of teachings it'had to supervise such thinge ai mintenanne of regulations,

"“"As in eny other governmental institution, the expenses of an academic school

were controlled by the supreme office of contrel, which saw to 1t that
the . money provided by the budgot was spent 'according to the law,

As in manmy other societies end corporations, the so=acelled lesrned societies
were supervised by the Ministry of the Interior. The Ministry of Zduocation
wes interested only in the event & mociety requested m subaldy for soms sol-
entifie purpose., A minister could give a subsidy from a gpeclal fund pro=-
vided for this aim. } :

i
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Thus, in respect to the academic schools and the learned societies, the
power of the ministry and, therefore, of the government was limited.

The government could put pressure on a yYniversity by making restric-

tions in the budget or by preventing the nominations of new professors,
put there was no direct way for the government to nominate a professor
who was not chosen by this school, o to introduce shanges in the pro- - -
grams . The situation of the unacademic schools was entirely different.
They wera completely dependent, and submitted to the orders of the govern-
ment.

Before 1939 there were 13 governmental, six private and two mili-
tary academlic schools in Poland, as follows:

() In Warsaw:

(l) University of Wersaw. Eight faculties: (a.) Catholic Theo-
logy, (b) Protestant Theol (c) Lew, @) Medicine, (¢} Human-
ities (Arts), (£) Sciences?zs Veterinary Medidine, (h) Pharmaceu-

CS.

(2) Polytechnical School (School of Engineering). Six faculuies.

(3) Central School of Agriculture. Three faculties.

(4) 8chool of Dentistry. It did not give a title of Do:tor.

(5) Acedemy of Fine Arts, (painting esmd sculpture), Only gave &
Master degree.

(6) central Commercial School. Privats, Thres faculties,
It could give only the Master and Dogtor degree, but not
& title of private decent.

(7) Free University, Threa faculties. It could give oaly
the Magter degree. It possessal & brench in Lodz.

(®) In Cracow:
(1) The university. Five facultiess (8) Catholic Theology,
Lew, () Medicine, (d) Philosophy (Arts end Sciences,
(¢) Agriculture,
(2} 8chool of Mining. Three faculties.

(3) Academy of Fine Arts (painting end eculpture). Only gave &
Masgter degree. :

Ql-) Commercial School. Private., It could give only the
Master degree.

‘(c) In Iwow:

(1) University. Six faculties: (a) Catholic Theology, (b) Law,
() Medicine, @) Arts, (e) Sciences, (f) Agriculture.

(2) Polytechnical School. Six faculties.
(3) Academy of Veterinary. Medicine.

()-L) Commercisl School. Private, (only Master degree).
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() In Poznan:

(1) University. Five faculties: @) Law, b) Medicine,
) Arts, @) Sciences, () Agriculture.

(2) Commercial School. Private, (Only Master degree).
(¢} In Wilno: '
(l) Universitye Seven faculties: (a) Catholic Theology,
-{) Law, ) Medicine, (d) Arts, () Sciences, (f) Fine
Arts, (g) Agriculture.
(£} In Lublin:
(1) catholic University., Four faculties: @) Catholic
Theology, (b) Canon Law, &) Law, @) Arts. Private.
Posgessed the full rights, i.e. it could give not

only Mester and Doctor degree, but also a title of
private docant.

) In Lodz:

(l) Free University. (A branch of the Warsaw Free Uni-
versity). Beside this academic school: there were
two special military schools of this same kind:

a. School of the General Staff.

b. School forthe Intendancy.

They belonged to the MInIlstTy of MIIToary AFTairs e
and served for the professional education of the high-

ar career officers. Evidently, the Ministry of Bduce-

tion hed nothing to 4o with these schools, or with any

other military schools (for career and reserve officers,

etc.). But only these two militery schools maintaeined

the educational level of the acesdemic schools.

- end =
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